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SECRET 


160 c 


14 October 1983 


NOTE FOR: Director, Office of General Counsel 

National Intelligence Officer for East Asia 
Director, Office of Legislative Liaison 

FROM: SA/DCI/IA 


A Cabinet Council meeting on legislation about a drug czar is to be 
held today at about 3 p.m. in the Roosevelt room. Mr. Meese will chair 
the meeting; the DCI or DDCI will attend. Please review the attached 
paper and provide to me comments for DCI/DDCI use by noon today. 

STAT 

Attachment: 

As stated 

cc; DCI 
DDCT 


CL BY Signer 
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WASHINGTON 

CABINET AFFAIRS STAFFING MEMORANDUM 


fSa^Q-? n * ^0-13-83 


Number: 168802C& 


Due By: 


Subject: ~ Cabinet Council on Legal Policy Planning Sessxc3n _— Fr ^Qp^ c . Drug Tsar 
October 14, 1983 at 3:00 pm in the Roosevelt Room._ Legislato r 


> • 

! ALL CABINET MEMBERS 



Vice President 
State 
Treasury 
Defense > 
Attorney General 
_ Interior 
Agriculture 
Commerce 1 
tabor 
HHS 
HUO 

Transportation 
energy 
Education 
Counsellor _ 
OMB 

■"cia' J) 

-u 

USTR 

GSA 
EPA 
OPM 
VA 
SBA 
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□ 
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□ 

□ 

Baker 

□ 

□ 

! Deaver 

□ 

□ 

dark 

o 

□ 

Darman (ForWH Staffing) 


□ 

Jenkins vt 

eK 

□ 

Svahn 


P 

wS 

□ 


□ 

t- 

□ 

□ 

• □ 

CCCT/Gunn 

D 

CCEA/Porter 

□ 

CCFA/ 

□ 

CCHR/Simmons 

3/ 

CCLP/Uhlmann 

w 

CCM A/Bledsoe 

□ 

CCNRE/ 
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□ 

o 

□ 

Q 

□ 

□ 

D 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 


REMARKS: 


A planning session of the CCLP will be heidtomorrow, Friday, 
October i4, 1983 at 3:00 pm in the Roosevelt Room. 

Discussion will center on the need for an Administration response 

5223 . 


RETURN TO: 


:q Craig L. Fuller 

Assistant to die President 


□Kptherine Anderson □Dondarey 


|0Tom Gibson 




QLarry Herbolsheimer 


Associate Director 
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The Deputy Attorney General 


Washington. D.C. 20?SO 


MEMORANDUM TO: 


FROM: 


RE: 


GOT | 3 1983 

Craig Fuller 

Assistant to the President for 
Cabinet Affairs 

Edward C. Schmults 
Deputy Attorney Genera 

"Drug Tsar” Legislation: A Proposed 
Administration Response --- 



•i 
i 


. Background: For more than a year, there have been^calls 

th^sInSte^as^ylar^her^a^iden GJdkig tsar" amendment to 
the Violent Crime and Drug Enforcement Improvements Act was 
accented by a 2-1 margin despite Chairman Thurmond’s efforts 
^ *F Titrrinff the n laine—duck 11 session of the 97th 

Congress the* "drug tsar” proposal was attached to the raini- 

c^mebUl!” As y?u willRecall ^ e /^ith^ague and"" 
created a "super Cabinet-level” drug tsar with vague ana 

sweeping powers to "direct" departments and agencies to 
car^ oSt the policies he establishes including the power to 
reach down into departments and agencies and reassign enforce¬ 
ment personnel. The President disapproved it primarily 
because of this ”drug tsar provision. -- . 

Despite our continuing opposition to the "drug tsa J; 
concept Senator Biden has succeeded in having his new drug 
tsar" P bill (S. 1787) reported by the Senate Judiciary Committee 
bv a vote'of 12 to 5 (3 of the 5 votes against were proxies 

voted by Chairman Thurmond; in at least one case ^h^Biden 
was from a Senator who favors the tsar concept). The Biden 
bill is substantially identical to the tsar provision of 
the mini-crime bill pocket vetoed in January. 

On the House' side; Congressman Hughes has had his version 
of a "drug tsar" proposal (H.R. 3664) reported by the ouse 
“ judiciary 8 Committee. The Hughes* bill builds upon an 

existing^structure (the White House Drug Abuse Policy Office) 
rather than creating an entirely new structure. - 


9 9 
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. £ l: p aeireement witlx Ctiaiirniciii 

Senator Biden will, ^^f^bill to the Senate Floor as a 
Thurmond, he able to r *- n S 0 f Senate consideration of the 

r^sIdent-"X n pac£agl possibly^Ithir^a few we^eks.^ 
approved^by ^fHouseVIo^the Senate acts on the Biden 
bill. 


a c ona te Floor action on "drug tsar” 
Prognosis : House and *suit will almost certainly, 

legislation is ^oth bodies. The simplistic 

be overwhelming approva J „, tsar ,r concept appears 
and superficial appeal ^^^^nt was to veto a "drug 
irresistible. Eve *V recognize that the vote we anticipate 
tsar” proposal we strong as to suggest concern 

on initial passage wou Administration would suffer from 

about a veto override. The Aami me „ bU i. 

the public's confusion ot vetoing * 


’s 


Moreover, the Democrat ®^ te |^ n ®encing!°fo?future and 
Congressional approval of balance of the President 

m judiciary 

Committee. 


- . K ' , 

, «• , • nm nesnite the shortcomings of the 
A Revised BidenBi!!.^ ?P reasQn to be ii e ve that Biden 

Biden "drug tsar bill, . of changes to accommodate our 

may ^-willing to make a »umber n Of a Cha e g d ^ ^ intelligence 

concerns. In this reg , coor dinated multidepartmental 
community as n model of a coor mo dified, therefore, to 

effort. We believe his bill can oe ation of the intelli- 

make it same time bringing it more into 

pence community wnil m 

lini with our current cabinet system. 


a,rinn- We recommend that the Department of 
Recommendation, we .re Senators Thurmond and 

Justicen5ea5EHorized to PP rsion patterned after the - 
Biden. We believe that a v model can be structured m 

Director of Central x ?telligen to app ear before 

such a way as to provide a anti-dr£g efforts and.' 

Congressional committeesi t ° ^ s 7 without unnecessarily 
accommodate- certain oth nnprational programs of the 

infringing on the ^^^summary, an alternative approach 
several departments. Policy and Operations Board 

could be to establish a J made up D f members of the 

chaired by. the Attorney Such a board would set 

Cabinet Council on Le £ al Sforcement operations through a 
drug policy and ov «® e « ^ *"|e«“he poSera of Cabinet 
of f icer^to^uperVise thf Internal affairs of their departments 


5m 

K* 
» w 


Approved For Release 2008/11/26 : CIA-RDP95B00895R000200080023-1 



